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GUIDANCE FOR PARTICIPANTS 

In support of “building back better” after COVID-19, this policy hackathon aims to gather relevant 

inputs from all interested stakeholders from government, academia, civil society and private 

sector to support the development of provisions that could be included in regional and other trade 

and/or economic partnership agreements to guide national trade policies during and after a crisis 

or pandemic. The selected participants/teams will have 45 days, starting 8 June 2020,2 to 

contribute innovative solutions towards ensuring that the collective benefits of trade 

arrangements are least compromised in a situation of crisis and pandemic. Contributions are 

expected to focus primarily on how trade agreements/provisions can more effectively keep 

essential supply chains flowing and trade lanes open; and support a timely response and 

recovery from crisis, keeping in mind the sustainable development goals. 

What are registered participants expected to deliver? Participants (individuals or teams) are 

expected to submit a relevant written input of enough quality that it can be posted on the 

initiative website by the organizers, as deemed appropriate by them. Contributions to this 

initiative may include, inter alia: 

• Review of best practices/crisis initiatives taken unilaterally by one or more countries, and 

whether and how these could be included in future RTAs and trade-related agreements.  

• Review of experience of the challenges/difficulties faced – or preventive actions taken- by 

a country (or group of country) related to trade during COVID-19 or other crises; and 

 
1 Please see the website for the list of collaborating organizations, as well as members of the Core Expert Group 
supporting the initiative.  https://www.unescap.org/resources/initiative-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-
pandemic-regional-and-other-trade  
2 On exceptional basis, flexibility may be provided on final date of submissions for teams from academic 
institutions, based on request from team leader justified based on relevant course or study programme schedules. 

https://www.unescap.org/resources/initiative-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other-trade
https://www.unescap.org/resources/initiative-model-provisions-trade-times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other-trade


recommendation of measures and provisions to be considered in future trade-related 

agreements as a result. 

• Review of existing RTA provisions of a particular country (or group of country) and how 

they address or not trade in times of crisis and pandemic; and formulation of 

recommendations and/or actual model provisions. 

 

The table below provides a framework for structured research and development of provisions 

to reduce the impact of crisis and pandemic on international trade. Each row corresponds to an 

issue or set of issue on which recommendations and provisions could be developed to ensure 

that (1) trade and supply chains are disrupted as little as possible and/or (2) trade can be used to 

support a timely response and recovery from the crisis or pandemic. These often corresponds to 

specific chapters or sections in existing RTAs. Each column specifies whether the provisions 

developed would apply generally across all sectors, or be developed for specific sectors of 

interest. The list of issues and sectors provided in the framework is not exhaustive.  

                                                   Sectors: All/ 
General 

Food Medical 
supplies 

SME Tourism ICT Transport/ 
Logisitics 

Other 
sectors 

Issues/ Measures: 
 

        

Exceptions (Exemptions in 
Emergencies) 

        

Transparency provisions         

Trade in Goods         

*Essential vs. Non-essential Goods         

*Export Restrictions (and other 
market access measures) 

        

*Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures & Technical Barriers to 
Trade 

        

*Government procurement          

*Subsidies         

Intellectual Property         

E-commerce         

Trade Facilitation         

*Paperless Trade / Contactless 
Trade 

        

Trade in services         

*Essential vs. Non-essential Services         

*Financial /Insurance / Payment 
services  

        

Movement of People         

Investment         

Other issues/measures         

 



Contributors may decide on which set of issue(s) and/or sector(s) they may focus on, depending 

on whether they are interested in measures/provisions to mitigate the immediate effect of a 

crisis/pandemic (e.g. shortage of essential goods) or in measures to support the recovery 

efforts (e.g., sustainable investment). To the extent possible, they may specify their intended 

focus at the time of registration, in which case the ESCAP Secretariat, as coordinator of the 

initiative, will aim to provide a more specific list of background documents to support delivery. 

The format and style of contribution is fully flexible, keeping in mind the need for contribution 

to be as practical as possible for use by trade negotiators and policy makers – not simply 

reiterating the broad principles and measures already outlined by many agencies and 

governments. In that context, legal experts may think of providing alternative language and/or 

a menu of alternative provisions on the issues they have chosen to focus on, going from less to 

more binding provisions or from more to less trade restrictive provisions or exceptions. 

Economists may consider including impact analysis of different measures/provisions in their 

contributions, and/or linking proposed measures and provisions to observed development 

impacts of the pandemic and associated ad-hoc policy responses. Contributors are also 

encouraged to examine how RTA provisions to mitigate impacts of crisis/pandemic and 

facilitate recovery may need to differ depending on trade patterns and partners within an RTA.    

Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and all contributors are expected to provide clear and 

complete references to the secondary sources they rely on.  

Selected reference documents and other information on the initiative are available through the dedicated 

webpage for the initiative at: https://www.unescap.org/resources/initiative-model-provisions-trade-

times-crisis-and-pandemic-regional-and-other-trade 

Should you need more guidance, please contact ESCAP (email: duvaly@un.org, copied to 

tuntiwigit@un.org). 
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